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CHAPTER XIV
THE MOROCCO PROBLEM
OROCCO was the great burden that weighed
upon the Imperial Chancellor during the autumn
of 1905. It was an after effect of the German
policy pursued throughout the previous year.
Again and again during my stay at Baden-Baden, Prince
Biilow emphasised in my presence, and also in that of
Monsieur Tardieu of It Temps (later President of the Council)
whom Dr. Rosen had brought with him from Paris, and
of a reporter of k Petit Journal, that Germany was
insisting on equal rights in Morocco solely for the sake of
the open door and her economic interests.
But Biilow never once publicly mentioned the name of the
German piping manufacturers, Mannesmann Brothers. In
reality it was chiefly they who during the ten years in which
Germany's policy connected with Morocco was so un-
unfortunate, were bringing pressure to bear upon the German
Foreign Office. A chain of disastrous mistakes caused by
headstrong impetuosity was committed, from the Kaiser's
landing at Tangier in 1905 in the days of Billow's Chancellor-
ship which was inspired and poisoned by Holstein's secret
control, down to the despatch of the German gunboat
Pantkr to Agadir in 1911 in the time of Bethmann and
Kiderlen-Wachter.
Just as at the end of the last century it was the Kaiser's
ambition, encouraged by Count Waldersee and Bulow, that
Manchu, Pekin, Kiauchow and Tsungliyamen should be
spoken of in Germany as dependencies of the Hohenzollerns,
Berlin, and the German Foreign Office; so in the new
century the sultanate of Fez and Marakesh and the Maghzen,
washed by two great seas, no less obsessed the Imperial
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